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Sudden  Death,  &c. 

7/ j  i,  ;.i  o)  'u»ii  iiV'  • 1  A*',* l 

H  E  many  fudden  Deaths  in  the 

‘  r 

Two  laft  Years,  have  been  Matter 
of  every  Bodies  Notice.  The  An¬ 
nual  Bills  for  the  Years  1718,  1719. 
have  under  the  Articles  of  Apoplexy,  and 
fudden  deaths,  added  together  400.  and  of 
Cafualtics  671.  fo  that  throwing  out  the  Exe¬ 
cutions,  aiid  what  elfe  may  be  reafbnably  ex¬ 
cepted,  the  Number  of  fudden  ^Deaths  may 
be  allowed  to  be  near  a  Thoufand,  within  the 
Bills  of  Mortality  only.  But  if  it  be  confiderd, 
how  often  the  fDeath  is  fudden ,  and  yet  never 
fet  down  under  that  Article,  but  under  fome 
fitch  Article  as  the  Symptoms  refer  it  to,  we 
have  reafon  to  Conclude  the  Number  much 
greater.  It  is  hardly  ever  put  down  fudden  ' 
TDeath,  but  when  they  don't  know  what  elfe 
to  call  it  The  Symptoms,  other  wile,  fix  the 
>  '■?  B  a  De- 
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Denomination,  tho’  it  be  never  fo  fudden: 
There  are  great  Numbers,  no  doubt,  for  this 
Keafon,  let  down  under  Cholick  and  Convul- 
f Ions ,  &c,  whole  deaths  were  yet  fudden , 
ahjl  as  liich,  the  proper  Subject  of  my  Obicr- 
vjiiicms,  let  the  Symptoms  attending  their 
fudden  ‘Deaths,  be  what  they  will. 

But  to  leave  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  there  is 
hardly  a  Corner  of  the  Nation  but  has  afforded 
feme  Inftances  of  Sudden  Death.  Publick  ac¬ 
counts  have  abounded  with  them ;  befides,  vaft 
Numbers  that  never  come  there.  This  was  the 
Occafion  of  thefe  Remarks,  together  with  my 
Appre-henfions  of  becoming  an  Inftance  of  it 
my  felf.  I  was  willing  to  take  a  View  of  what 
I  have  thought  fometimes  not  a  great  way  off; 
and  it  appears  to  me  according  to  the  following 
Obfcrvations,  which  I  hope  may  be  of  feme 
u fc  to  others. 

$  i .  There  is  a  difference  between  a  fudden 
D.eathj  and  a  fur  prizing  one.  A  Man  may  die 
luddenly;  who  is  not  furprized,  bccaufe  the 
Thing  was  not  Unthought  of,  but  the  Matter 
frequent  Meditation.  Not  furpris'd,  becauic  it 
was  not  Unforefeen ,  but  what  he  had  his  Eye 
upon,  and  expected  5  ’twas  what  he  had  waited 
for ,  and  was  no  looner  ftruck  with,  but  he. 
could  lift  up  his  Eyes,  with  the  good  Ql;d  Pati^- 
arch,  and  fay,  I  have  waited  for  thy  Salvation 
O  Lord.  Again,  not  lurpris'd,  becauie  not  un¬ 
prepared.  He  was;  not  that  evil  Servant  who 
prepared  not  himfelf  The  fudden  Death  we 

da  :  a %  pray 
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on  fudden  Death. 


pray  againft,  is  not  to  be  underftood  in  the  Senfe 
of  Quicknefs  and  Di (patch  when  the  Time  is 
come,  but  of  furpri&e,  in  an  unfife  State,  an 
uiUuitable  Frame  of  Spirit,  arid  Pofturc  of  Af¬ 
fairs.  (a) 

There  is  alfb,  a  double  Senfe  of  the  Word 
furprife ,  made  ole  of  in  this  Subject,  To  fur- 
prife ,  fignifies  either  to  flartle  and  alarm ,  or  to 
prevent ,  and  cut  floort  a  Work  uufinijhed. ’ 
In  the  Senfe  of  flartle  and  alarm ,  the  beft 
Man  in  the  World  may  be  furprife d  by  fudden 
‘Death.  .  If  by  a  Spirit  of  Prophecy,  I  were 
able  to  point  out  the  beft  Chriftiari  in  the 
Company,  and  tell  him,  from  God,  Sir,  you 
fhall  Die  before  you  fpeak  another  Word,  or 
get  home  to  your  Houfe  l  It  might  well  furprife 
in  the  Sence  of  flartle  and  alarm ,  but  not  as 
it  fignifies  taking  unprepared,  or  the  prevention 
of  any  thing  neccfiary  to  the  evSvcvma  if) 
the  Bleffed  Death  of  one,  who  is  habitually 
and  a&ually  ready. 


§  2.  There 


(a)  From  Cattle,  Murder,  and.  from  fudden  Death, 
A  morte  fubitanca  et  improvifa 
(ie)  From  a  fudden  and  unprepared  Death. 


Lit; 

r'fT 

Brer., 


(b)  Auguftas  ufed  this  Word  to  exprels  a  Quick  and  Eaiy  Death 
©nlp,i hitch,  as  he  always  wiih’d  for,  and. at  lalt obtained ;  what  I  have 
added,  compleats  the  Sence,  and  makes  an  happy  Death  indeed. 

De fecit  (A  u.gustus),  'Sortitm  exit  urn  facile n}x  &  qualem 
femper .  Optnver.it.  Nam  fere  quo  ties  Audijfet ,  cito  ac  nulld. 
crucjatu. defuncbity.  querapiam,  f!u  et  fuid  ivZwctoiav  fimilem 
( boe’enim  &  verb'o  uti  folebat)  precabaihr. 
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2.  There  are  degrees  of feidden  ‘Deaths: 
We  call  it  fudden  if  a  Man  be  taken  ill  one 
Day,  and  Dead  the  next ;  more  fo,  if  he  be 
taken  one  Hour  and  Dead  the  next ;  more. fud¬ 
den  ftill,  if  gone  in  a  Minute,  before  he  can 
lpeak  another  W ord  5  which  has  been  the  Cafe 

of  many  of  late.  .  f 

...  ■  •  ,  .  ■  -  ♦ 

i  '  .  X  %  V  V  ;  v  *  '  '  .  .  •  -  -  A  4  -i  .»-#  *  r  •  »  %  \  v*  \  ■ 

3.  There  are  feveral forts  of fudden  Death : 
Some  are  Accidental as  by  a  Tyle  from  an 
Houfe ,  a  Fall,  a  Blow,  &c.  Thofe  who  peri  fil’d 
in  the  Ruihs  of  the  Houfes  that  have  fallen 
down  of  late  5  Thofe  who  have  been  lately 
deftroyed  by  Lightnings,  of  which  there  has 
been  a  great  Number,  both  in  Foreign  Parts 
and  at  home ;  Thofe  who  have  fallen  off  their 
Horfes,  and  been  taken  up  Dead,  or  expired 
in  a  little  time  5  are  of  this  Sort.  The  fame 
may  be  faid  of  fuch  who  have  periflied  in  the 
Flames  and  Ruins  of  their  Houfes ,  where  the 
Fire  made  fuch  hafte  to  devour,  as  moll:  unex¬ 
pectedly  to  Intercept  the  poor  Creatures  in  their 
unhappy  Endeavours  to  fave  fomething.  En¬ 
deavours^  which  every  one  in  the  like  Confu- 
fion,  is  ready  to  imagine  there  is  room  for. 
Remember  Lots  I  Fife,  is  a  memento ,  we  arc 
not  always  capable  of  profiting  by.  If  it  Cures 
us  of  hankering  after  the  Stuff  of  this  World, 
fo  as  to  prevent  being  overtaken  with  Eternal 
Flames,  it  will  be  happy.  Some  are  violent 
fuddenDeaths ,  as  in  Murders  and  Battles.  The 
fort  which  the  Litany  feems  to  mean  by  put¬ 
ting 
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ting  them  together,  in  the  fame  Petition,  from 
Battle ,  Murder ,  fudden  "Deaths  &c. 
Some  we  may  call  natural  fudde?i  Deaths.  If  we 
may  be  allowed  to  do  fo,  becaufe,  proceeding 
more  immediately  from  fome  natural  Caule; 
whether  known  or  not.  As  in  the  Cafe  of 
apoplexies,  or  any  other  fudden  ftroaks.  He 
that  miftakes  the  Phial,  and  lwallows  Poyfon 
inltead  of  a  Cordial,  Dies  as  natural  a  ‘Death, 
as  he  does,  who  receives  his  ‘Death  from  a  lit¬ 
tle  Stream  of  Air  thro’  a  final!  Crevice,  in  his 
Neck;  he  catches  Cold,  it  becomes  a  Fever, 
he  dies;  as  naturally  as  another;  who  dies  by 
the  difruption  of  any  Blood  VefTcl,  or  fudden 
ftoppage  in  any  of  thofe  fine  Channels  of  Life. 
If  the  Blood  ftamiates  and  will  not  Circulate  at 

O 

all;  -6r  if  it  whirls  round  too  faft,  what  fignifies 
it,  whether  the  Caufe  of  thefe  killing  Extremes 
be  from  within  or  from  without  us?  But  if 
Cuftom  will  have  that  only  to  be  natural 
Death ,  whofe  Rife  and  Caufe,  is  from  within 
us,  we  muft  Submit,  (c) 

JT  4-  Sud- 


(c)  We  call  that  oniy  a  natural  Death  (viz.  dying  of  decay 
of  Strength  or  of  Old  Age)  as  if  it  were  contrary  to  nature,  to  lee 
a  Man  break  his  Neck  with  a  fall,  be  drowned  by  a  Shipwreck, 
be  fnatch’d  away  by  a  Pleurijy  or  Plague-,  and  as  if  our  ordinary 
Condition  of  Life  aid  not  expole  us  to  theie  Inconveniencies,  as 
much  as  to  any  other,  we  call  natural.  Let  us  no  more  deceive 
our  folves  with  thole  fine  founding  Words,  we  ought  rather  to 
call  that  natural  which  is  common,  and  univerlal,  to  Die  of  Old 
Age,  is  a  Death,  rare,  extraordinary,  and  fmgular  5  and  therefore, 
fo  much  lefs  natural  than  others,  ’tis  the  laft  and  extreme#  fort  of 

Dying,  and  therefore  more  remote,  and  the  lefs  to  be  hoped 
for. 

;  •  •  Montaign’s  Iff, 
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S'  4.  Sudden  Death  is  not  in  it  (elf  a  judg¬ 
ment  from  God,  nor  token  of  God’s  difplea- 
fare.  Think  not  that  they  are  greater  Sinners 
than  others ,  is  the  Divine  Caution.  The  ..very 
fudden  Death  of  fome  good  Men,  fhows  that 
we  muft  not  meafure  Love  or  Hatred  by  thefi 
things  that  are  before  us?  by  meet  external 
Providences.  “  This  is  a  deceitful  Beam  at 
tc  which  we  are  very  prone  to  weigh  Men 
€<  and  Things.  But  hereby  God  gives  us  a  plain 
“  and  fcnfiblc  Proof  of  the  Truth  of  that  Scrip- 
“  ture,  that  all  things ,  of  this  fort,  Come  alike 
u  to  all  Men ,  and  there  is  one  event  to  the 
<c  righteous  and  to  the  wicked.  The  beft  Rule 
cc  to  form  our  judgement  as  to  this  Point,  is, 
u  the  manner  of  Men’s  lives  and  not  of  their 
“Death  $“...{d) 

f  i:al  !^:j  inoibi ./  moil  10  ni f  i  /  moil 

The  fuddennefs  of  Mens*  departure,  alone, 
is  no  black  mark  from  Heaven  upon  them. 
No  more  than  it  will  be  upon  thoic  Saints, 
who  fhall  be  alive  at  the  coming  of  Chrift,  to 
be  fuddenly  changed,  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
Eye  and  caught  up  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  Ain 
That  is  not  to  be  counted  a  bad  Death,  which 
is  proceeded  by  a  good  Life,  ’tis  what  follows. 
Death  makes  it  fo.  For  them  that  muft  Die, 
the  concern  is  not  fo  much  how  they  go  out 
of  the  World,  as  whether  they  muft  go. 

For 


(a)  N.  Taylors  Scrm.  On  the  Death  of  AT.  Vincent . 
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on  fudden  Death. 

Forbefm  (e)  W rites  of  a  Difcafe  that  broke 
out  in  Italy,  about  the  Year  590,  that  carried 
off  vaft  Numbers  fuddenly.  Men  dyed  in  the 
Streets,  on  the  Roads,  at  their  Tables,  while 
they  were  talking  with  their  Friends  5  and  very 
often  in  Sneezing,  which  brought  in  the 
cuftom  (there  at  leall)  of  crying  God  blefs you, 
upon  that  Gonvulfive  fliake  of  the  Nerves. 
Pelagms  Secimdus ?  Bifliop  of  Rome ,  died  of 
this  common  Calamity.  He  was  a  Man  ( it 
feems)  of  an  excellent  Character,  for  Religion 
and  Learning.  Our  Author  takes  Occafion 
from  thence  to  caution  againft  cenfuring,  and 
palling  fevere  Judgements  on  fuch  Occalions  j 
when  good  Men  die  with  grievous  Pains,  or 
by  a  fudden  Death,  as  well  as  others.  From 
Wilelmm  Tyrm  his  Hiftory  of  the  Holy  War,  and 
of  die  Kingdom  of  Jerusalem,  he  Quotes  the 
Story  of  Fulco  King  oijerufalem-,  one,  who 
1  ike  David,  was  a  Man  after  God s  own  Heart . 
Of  great  Faith  and  Holinefs,  affability  and 
companion  5  and  abounding  in  Works  of 
Piety  5  and  yet  this  good  Man  died  fuddenly , 
and  miferably,  by  a  fall  from  his  Horle,  and 
the  Horfe  rolling  upon  him  lb  as  to  prefs  the 
the  Brains  out  at  his  Ears  and  Noftrils.  Frderick 
the  firft  who  bid  fo  fair  to  make  the  Chriftian 
Arms  Triumph  over  all  the  Ufurping  Infidels  5 

C  after 

(e)  Auguftinus  (citante  Forbefio)  Mala  mors  putanda  non  eft, 
quam  bona  vita  Precedent,  neq;  enim  facit  malam  mortem  nib 
quod  Sequitur  mortem.  Non  itaq;  multum  curandum  eft  eis  qui 
neceflario  morituri  fiint,  quid  accidat  ut  moriantur,  fed  morieudo 
quo  irecogantur.  Inft.  Hift .  &  Tbeol. 

( e )  Fort?.  InJirnU  :  Hift .  Tbeol.  1.  3.  c,  30.  §.  3. 
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after  many  Conqrfefts,  and  juft  within  reach 
of  the  Glory  of  an  intire  Ruin  of  the  Saracen 
Powers,  to  the  great  regret  of  all  Chriftians , 
died  fuddenly  in  the  River  he  was  bathing  him- 
felf  in.  Holcoth’s  Story  is  very  remarkable  to 
our  Purpofe,  (/’)  a  learned  Man,  was  found 
dead  in  his  Study  among  his  Books.  To  find  a 
Friend  ftark  dead  was  very  furprifing ;  but  when 
they  come  to  obferve  him  nearer,  they  found 
a  Book  before  him,  and  his  fore  Finger  point¬ 
ing  to  this  Place  in  the  Book  of  Wifdom, 
ch.  4.  7.  for  tko  the  righteous  be  prevented 
with  ‘Death  yet  jhall  he  have  reft  ;  for  honou¬ 
rable  age ,  is  not  that  which  (lands  in  length  of 
time ,  nor  that  which  is  me  afar ed  by  number  of 
years ,  but  wifdom ,  is  the  grey  hairs  unto  a 
man-,  and  unfpotted  life  is  old  age.  He  plea- 
fed  God ,  and  was  beloved  of  him  ;  ft  that 
living  among  Sinners  he  was  tranflated.  When 
they  faw  this,  they  had  a  good  Account  of  the 
Matter  5  and  had  as  much  rcafon  to’he  com¬ 
forted  as  they  were  dejefted  before.  Tho  the 
Book  of  Wtfdom  be  Apocryphat ,  and  not  Ca¬ 
nonical  Scripture ,  it  is  confiderable  as  an  anci¬ 
ent  Writing,  of  feme  godly  Jews  and  held  in 
efteem,  as  other  good  Compofures  may  be. 
Tho"  not  for  Authority ,  yet  for  ufcful  Infra¬ 
ction  5  and,  whether  this  good  Man  died  as 
reading  this  Paftagc,  or  pointed  to  it  as  he  found 
himfelf  going,  it  exp  relies  the  Senfe  of  our 
Oblervation,  that  fiidden  Death ,  meerly  as 

fitch, 

t 

(/)  Forb:  Ihflruct,  Hift.  Thcol.  ubi  Supra.  - 
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on  fudden  Death/ 

finch  y  is  not  to  be  accounted  a  Judgement  from 
God.  Sudden  'Death  may  be  a  Mercy  to  the 
good  Man,  and  a  warning  to  the  bad.  Mofes 
died  fuddenly .  It  is  what  fomc  good  Men 
have  defired  and  prayed  for.  So  did  Mr.  Capel 
(g)  and  God  gave  him  his  de-fire,  for  on  Sept. 
21/?.  1656.  having  preached  twice  that  Day, 
and  performed  Religious  Duties  with  his  Fa¬ 
mily,  he  went  to  Bed  and  died  immediately. 
He  would  often  fay,  if  God  faw  fit ,  one  had 
better  die  of a  quick ,  than  of  a  lingering  Death . 

The fuddennefis  of  the  ftrokc,  was  a  great  trou¬ 
ble  to  lome  of  us  at  firft  (fays  Mr.  Marfhal) 
but  fince  we  have  colle&ed  our  thoughts,  we 
muft  needs  fay,  Gods  way  is  beft.  (h)  So  died 
Mr.  Bright  many  according  to  his  conftant  de- 
fire  and  preference.  So  did  Jacobus  Faber ,  and 
JPolfius?  another  excellent  Man,  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Mather ,  who  has  this  remark  upon  the 
whole.  The  Mem  who  being  in  Chrifty  fioall 
always  be  doing  fomething  for  God ,  may  bid 
Death  welcome ,  when  ever  it  Jhall  come}  be 
it  never  fo  foon,  never  fo  fuddenly. 

Mr.  T.  Gouge  that  Evangelift  of  Wales ,  who 
did  more  for  the  propagating  the  Goipel  there, 
than  ever  was  done  before 5  went  to  Bed  well, 
was  found  dead  in  the  Morning. 

.  “  It  lb  plcafcd  God  that  his  death  was  very 
•c  fudden  j  fo  fudden  that  in  ail  probability  he 
“  himfelf  hardly  perceived  it  when  it  hap- 
v  pened,  for  he  died  in  his  fleep  5  fo  that  wo 
^  y  -  C  2  “  may 

(g)  Mr.  Increaf?  Mathers  Remarkable  Providences. 

ibfYx^UctoC/^iMeimin:, 
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u  may  fay  of  him  as  it  is  faid  of  David?  after 
“  he  had ferved  his  generation  according  to  the 
ic  rf/  Fell  asleep”  ( i )  and 

“  then  that  excellent  Author  adds  “  I  confefi 
that  a  fudden  death  is  generally  undcfira- 
“ble,  and  therefore  with  reafon  we  pray 
“  againft  it ,*  becaufe  fo  very  few  are  fufficiently 
“  prepared  for  it :  but  to  him,  the  conftant 
“  employment  of  whole  life  was  the  beft  pre- 
u  paration  for  Death  that  was  pollible,  no 
rc  "Death  could  be  fudden  ;  nay,  it  was  rather 
<c  a  favour  and  bleffmg  to  him,  becaufe  by 
“  how  much  the  more  fudden ,  fo  much  the 
<c  more  eafy :  As  if  God  had  defigned  to  begin 
“  the  Reward  of  the  great  Pains  of  his  Life  in  an 
<c  eafy  Death .  And  indeed  it  was  rather  a 
<c  Tranflation  than  a  Death ;  and,  faving 
“  that  his  Body  was  left  behind,  what  was 
“  faid  of  Enoch  may  not  be  unfitly  applyed 
“  to  this  pious  and  good  Man,  with  rcfped  to 
“  the  fuddennefs  of  his  change;  he  walked 
tc  with  God ,  and  was  not ,  for  God  took  him!* 

<*> 

Mr.  Hardy  —  God  put  him  to  fleep  in 
much  the  fame  manner  with  Mr.  Gouge  (k) 
u  Some  others,  God  ftartled  their  Congrega- 
ce  tions  with  their  furprifal  in  the  Pulpit.  God 
cc  calling  them  up  thither  not  only  to  Preach 
“  but  to  die.  viz.  Mr.  Oaks  who  was  (I  think) 
“  as  well  in  health  as  {at)  any  time  of  his  life, 
u  when  he  had  ended  his  Afternoon  Prayer 

*  u  before 

mm — — — mm —— — — ■ ■— — — — — — i — — mm tmmm — mmrnm m  ■ 

r*  f  ‘  '  'r  t  .  ^  jr  ’  t  f 

( i )  Bifhop  Tillotjon  fun.  Scrm.  for  Mr.  T.  Gouge. 

(k)  Dr.  Azmejly  in  his  fun.  Serm.  for  ths  Revd,-M.  Brand. 
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“  before  his  Sermon,  God  called  him  to  begin 
“  his  eternal  Sabbath  with  himfclf.  And  the 
“  next  Lords  Day  but  one,  when  Mr.  Kentifh 
<c  had  rouzed  the  Peoples  Attention  with  the 
€c  mention  of  Mr.  Oakes  being  fo  lately  ftruck 
“  dead  in  the  Puipit,  God  made  him  a  like 
“  Inftance.”  '  v  ;  ’  -  ! 

Dr  Leighton  formerly  A.  B.  of  Glafgowy 
was  very  apprehenftve  of  the  Tryals  of  a  lin- 
gring  ‘Death  5  and  particularly  defirous  that  hd 
might  not  be  troublefome  to  his  Friends  there¬ 
by  5  it  p leafed  God  to  gratify  his  humble  and 
modeft  choice,  for  he  died  in  an  Inn,  in  hk 
fleep.  I  will  add  here  an  extraordinary  Re¬ 
mark  concerning  his  holy  Life  and  Behaviour, 
which  I  find  in  the  Epiftle  to  the  Reader  before 
his  Sermons,  viz.  Thofe  who  have  knowTl 
him  the  mo  ft  and  longeft ,  have  often  faid ,  that 
in  a  Courfe  of  many  Tears  acquaintance^  they 
fcarce  ever  Jaw  him  once  out  of  that  deeply  fe- 
rious  State ,  in  which  they  themfelves  wijht  td 
be  found  in  their  laft  Minutes . 

Mr.  Shewed  Minifter  in  Coventry ,  went  up' 
into  the  Pulpit,  and  having  prayed  and  named 
the  Text  Rom .  5.  12.  and  Death  by  Sin?  fo 
Death  paffed  upon  all  Men  for  that  allhavd 
finned .  was  feized  with  an  Apoplexy  and  died 
within  a  few  Hours.  The  Remarks  made  upon 
this  which  T  find  in  his  funeral  Sermon,  will 
be  ufcfui  and  acceptable  here;  “  None  but 
“  thole  that  go  up  with  inch  a  Deftgn  (to  ferve 
“  God  and  precious  Souls)  can  defire  to  die 
“  there ;  they  that  afeend  thither  meerly  to 
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cc  ad  a  Part,  or  to  fhow  their  learning,  or 
cc  to  make  Fa&ions  and  Differences  (as  we  are 
cc  accufed)  dare  not  defire  to  die  before  they 
cc  come  down  5  but  this  was  his  deliberate 
“  Choice ,  knowing  that  in  fimplicity  and  Godly 
u  Sincerity,  not  with  flcfhly  Wifdom,  but  by 
•c  the  grace  of  God,  he  had  his  Convcrfation  in 
“  this  World.  — - —  And  I  may  add,  he  was 
€C  not  the  firft  that  died  after  fuch  a  manner, 
cc  nor  the  firft  that  dejlred  to  die $  If  a  Heathen 
“  could  fay  Oportet  Imperatorem  Stantem  mori , 
cc  no  wonder,  if  we  hear  the  Minifters  of 
tc  Chrift  defiring  to  die,  aut  precant  esy  aut 
<c  puedicantes. 

cc  God  is  to  be  humbly  adored  in  fuch  Pro- 
<c  vidences,  but  by  no  means  let  Men  infult 
•c  over  thofe  whom  he  has  honoured,  and 
“  pronounced  blejjed \  for  tho*  the  ID  eat  h  of 
u  fuch  be  aftonilhing  in  our  fight,  its  precious 

“  in  the  fight  of  God. - It  calls  upon  Mi- 

“  nifters  fo  to  Preach,  as  if  they  muft  only 
cc  begin  the  Sermon  and  Death  end  it.  — — 
cc  Never  to  come  up  into  a  Pulpilt,  but  in  a 
iC  readinefs  either  to  Preach  or  die  there,  as 
cc  pleafed  God ;  and  fo  to  Preach  as  thofe  who 
<c  are  dying,  whilft  they  are  Preaching.  (/) 

§  5.  Somer 


(7)  Mr.  Tongue  fun.  Serm.fbr  Mr.  Shew  ell  of  Coventry  1 693. 
Mr.  lines,  Mr.  Capel,  Mr.  Hollingworth,  Mr.  Afl?urfl,  Mr.  Ani- 
brofe,  Mr.  Burnet ,  thefe,  (  as  Mr.  Baxter  £iys)  all  dyed  fud- 
denly,  either  in  their  work  or  a  little  after,  fo  as  they  did  not  per- 
fieve  they  were  dying,  to  whom'  we  may  add  the  Two  Ken-' 
tifjesj  and  Mr.  R.  Mayo . 
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§  5.  Sometimes  it  is  inflided  as  a  Judge¬ 
ment  from  God,  and  a  Token  of  Divine  Dift 
pleafure .  The  Circumftanccs,  generally,  fhow 
it  to  be  fo.  It  was  a  Judgement  upon  Ana¬ 
nias  and  his  Wife,  to  die  fuddenly  with  a  lie 
in  their  Mouths.  It  was  a  Judgement  upon 
Herods  pride  of  Heart,  to  die  fo  fuddenly  and 
miferably.  When  he  was  fancying  himfelf 
more  than  a  mortal  Creature,  to  be  devoured 
by  the  meaneft  Creatures.  It  was  a  Judg¬ 
ment  upon  the  rich  Fool  in  the  Gofpel,  for 
placing  his  Souls  eafe  and  fatisfadion,  in,  Eaiy 
Drink y  thou  haft  Goods  laid  up  for  many 
Tears.  He  was  cut  fhort  with,  thou  Fool  this 
Night  jhall  thy  Sold  be  required  of  thee. 

It  is  always  a  Judgement  when  it  follows  a 
fiiiful  Ad,  or  overtakes  a  finful  State.  It  is  ob- 
ferved  to  be  very  often  the  Cafe  of  thole  who 
put  off  the  Thoughts  of  God  and  Goodnefs, 
in  hopes  of  after  time,  or  a  Death  Bed  repen¬ 
tance  5  that  they  cither  die  fuddenly ,  and  fo 
have  no  time,  or  Senfelefs ,  and  have  no  Ca¬ 
pacity. 

$  6.  It  is  fometimes  the  effed  of  fome  diC 
pleafure  even  QgSLva&good  Men.  (Jzzah's  fud *■ 
den  Death ,  and  that  of  the  difobedient  Pro¬ 
phet,  fliow  difpleafurc  at  their  misbehaviour, 
for  which  they  were  puniflied.  Their  Cha- 
fader  indeed  leads  us  to  conclude,  that,  th6* 
God  made  them  Examples,  yet  his  dilpleafurc- 
pur  fued  them  no  farther  than  the  lofs  of  their 
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Lives.  A  Man  is  not  prefently  damned,  be- 
caufe  he  is  ftruck  dead  of  a  fudden  by  God, 
no  more  than  Mofes  was,  when  he  was  com¬ 
manded  to  go  up  and  die,  for  this  reafon,  be- 
caufe  ye  trejpaffed  againft  me ,  among  the  Chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifrae l  at  the  Waters  of  Merib ah.  {m) 

-  ..  ■  *r!i~  ’  ■  ■ .  (  n: 

ff  7.  Sudden  "Death  is  always  a  very  ferious 
and  ajf effing  thing.  To  be  alive  one  Minute 
and  dead  the  next!  to  change  Worlds  fo  fid- 
denly\  ,  . 

JValdus  who  gave  the  Name  to  thole  good 
People  called  the  IValdenfes ,  was  converted  by 
the  fudden  Death  of  a  Merchant  that  fell 
down  dead  before  him.  The  Lord  Chief  Juft  ice 
Hales ,  is  laid  to  have  been  converted,  by  the 
fudden  Death  of  one  of  his  Companions.  An 
whole  Eternity  depending  upon  the  Moment 
I  drop  down  in,  and  not  to  be  allowed  one 
Prayer,  not  fo  much  as  the  Ordinary  Lord 
have  mercy — !  nor  any  of  the  common  out- 
crys  upon  a  Mercy  long  abufed,  and  a  Grace 
long  refufed ! 

§  S.  Sudden  Death  is  too  common  a  thing  to 
be  nmchwondered  at. 

The  greateft  wonder  is,  that  it  Ihould  be  no 
more  common  and  ordinary,  hardly  ever  more 
than  of  late.  At  firft  we  were  fomewhat  af- 
fc&ed  with  particular  Inftances,  'till  the  com- 
monnefs  wore  off  the  Impreffion,  and  we 

left 


(m)  Dcut.  32.  yi. 
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left  off  Counting)  when  we  faw  no  end.  Be- 
ildcs  the  many  who  have  fallen  down  dead  in 
our  Streets.  Some  were  found  dead  in  the 
Morning  who  went  to  Bed  well  over  Night  5 
and  fome  of  them  had  but  juft  bid  good  Nighty 
to  their  Bedfellows,  and  turned  to  deep  their' 
laft.  Some  have  doled  their  Eyes  at  the  Look¬ 
ing  Glafs,  little  Imagining  they  were  drefting 
for  their  Funeral.  Some  have  expired  as  they 
were  trying  on  a  New  Suite  of  Cloaths.  The 
meafure  was  taken  of  a  living  Body,  but  the 
winding  Sheet  fitted  the  Carkafs.  One  in  his 
Counting  Houfe  with  the  Pen  in  his  Hand, 
called  to  give  up  Accounts  of  much  greater 
Importance.  Another,  as  putting  a  Piece  of 
Meat  into  his  Mouth. 

Lsetm  nobiscum  eft ,  hilaris  Camavit  &  idem 
•  Inventus  mane  eft  mortuus  Andragoras. 

Si  Sapis  Utaris  tatis  Coline  diebus 

Extremumq>  tibi  femper  adejje  putes. 

Marty  L.  <5. 

Some  have  dyed  away  upon  the  Royal  Ex¬ 
change .  The  Baily  has  been  Arreftcd  by  Heath 
juft  after  he  had  done  his  Office  upon  his"  Pri- 
ibner  5  The  One  was  thrown  into  Prifon ,  the 
other  into  the  Grave.  There  have  been  In- 
fiances  of fudden  dying,  while  paying  a  Vifiti 
fitting  in  a  Chair ;  Humbling  at  a  Threffiold, 
coming  out  of  a  Room  j  at  a  Table,  one  with 
a  Glafs  of  Wine  in  his  Hand  juft  going  to  drink, 
another?  while  moving  a  Man  at  a  Game  at 
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Drafts,  at  the  Coffee  Houfe  ;  at  Church  5  and 
other  Places  of  refort. 

It  has  carryed  off  Children  and  young  Men, 
middle  Age  and  old  Men.  The  fond  Parent 
fays,  u  1  did  but  turn  my  back  and  the  Child 
was  deady  “  I  left  it  well  (fays  another,) 
but  an  Hour  before/'  (n)  Difeafes  and  "Death 
are  fecretly  lurking  for  us  every  where.  It  is  in 
our  Bofoms,  in  our  Bowels,*  in  every  thing  we 
Tafte,  in  every  thing  we  enjoy.  Sleeping  or 
waking,  abroad  or  at  home,  at  the  Table,  in 
the  Church;  in  Company  or  alone;  in  the 
Street  or  the  Clofet.  The  greater  wonder  is, 
that  it  is  no  more  frequent  and  common,  if 
we  confider  but  three  or  four  Things. 

(1)  If  we  confider,  to  what  our  Life  is  com¬ 
pared  in  Scripture.  Is  it  a  wonder  that  Water 
is  fpilt  upon  the  Ground ?  that  the  Wind  paflcs 
away  \  that  the  Vapour  is  fcattered,  and  the 
Bubble  broke  >  that  the  Shadow  flees  away, 
and  the  Flower  of  the  Grafs  is  withered 
and  cut  down  >  or  if  we  confider, 

(2)  The  make  and  frame  of  our  Bodies, 
the  Materials  of  which  they  confift,  and  the 
manner  of  their  Compofition.  Do  we  not 
dwell  in  Houfes  of  Clay,  whole  foundation  is 
in  the  Dull,  crufhed  fooner  than  a  Moth ?  The 
Stuff  is  mean  and  bale,  that  our  vile  Bodies  are 
made  of;  the  manner  of  putting  together  is 
exquifitc;  we  are  fearfully  and  wonderfully 
made .  (0)  As  when  we  look  upon  a  piece  of 
Workmanfliip  when  the  brittle  Materials  are 


(n)  z  K.4.P9. 


(0)  Ps.  139.  14. 
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finely  put  together,  we  hold  it  tenderly,  we 
arc  fearful ,  leaf!  it  fall  to  pieces,  and  wonder 
it  does  not  do  fo,  even  while  we  are  furveying 
it.  D.  “  I  dread  that  Power,  who  can  fo 
“  cafily,  fo  fuddenly ,  take  me  afunder,  as 
“  thou  didft  put  me  together !  I  am  fo  won- 
“  derfully  made,  as  that  I  may  be  apprehen- 
“  five  of  it  every  where,  and  ready  for  it  at  all 
Times”!  So  many  fine  and  Imperceptible 
Parts!  fo  many  Chanells  and  Conveyances? 
So  many  Threads,  Strings,  Fibers,  Veins, 
Arteries,  Nerves,  Sinews,  Ligaments,  Ten¬ 
dons  5  with  their  proper  Infertions,  Pofiti- 
ons,  precife  Motions,  and  Powers !  fo  many 
nice  Secretions  of  Fluids,  juices  and  Humours! 
and  fuch  continued  neceflary  Play  of  the  En¬ 
gine  in  its  minuted  Parts,  and  flow  of  Animal 
Spirits  $  theftopping,  cracking,  burfting,  or 
Intangling  of  any  of  thefe,  may  be  fudden 
‘Death!  what  a  wonder  is  Health  and  Life,  to 
which  the  harmony  of  all  thefe  is  fo  neceflary  ? 
what  a  wonder  indeed !  not  that  this  Machine 
fhould  be  out  of  Order,  and  be  fpoiled,  but 
rather,  that  an  Inftrument  of  fo  many  Thou- 
fand  Strings  fhould  be  fo  long  kept  in  Tune! 
thro*  all  the  fhocks  and  blows  and  violences ; 
thro*  all  the  changes  of  Heat  and  Cold,  Wet 
and  Dry  ?  why  fhould  we  wonder  at  any  ones 
fudden  Death  ?  Tis  Ignorance  to  ftand  amazed, 
when  a  Venice  Glafs  that  had  been  kept  with 
care  for  fometime  is  broke  upon  a  fall  5  ’tis 
Madnefs  to  depend  upon  the  Life  and  Health 
of  iuch  a  Body  for  a  Day,  and  Horn*,  a  Mi- 

D  2  nutes 


zo  *  OBSERVATIONS 

nutc  ,*  and  to  fuppofc  the  Sickncfs  and  Death  of 
fuch  a  Body  can  be  far  off.  Efpccially  ifweadd, 
(3)  In  the  third  Place,  the  Accidents  which 
thcfe  fine  Compofitions  are  lya'ble  to  from 
without.  Turn  your  Eyes  from  the  nicencfs 
of  our  Frame  and  Compofition,  to  the  infinite 
Accidents  we  are  lyable  to.  It  would  be  end- 
lels  to  enumerate.  I  ought  always  to  carry  my 
Life  in  my  Hand,  as  the  Phrafe  is  5  that  is,  to 
be.  ready,  to  give  it  up,  when  ever  iris  called 
for,  and  to  fuppofe,  when  I  go  out,  that  I  flialL 
not  return  alive,  a  fail,  a  Tile,  a  bruife,  a  ftorie, 
may  do  my  Bufincfs.  Its  too  great  a  venture 
to  go  abroad  with  a  Soul  not  fit  for  God.  This 
is  the  Art  of  walking  London  Streets ,  confide- 
ring  how  many  Houles  have  fallen  lately,  and 
how  many  more,  arc  feared.  But  you'll  retreat 
into  the  Country?  There  they'll  tell  you,  how 
many  have  been  killed  fuddcnly  by  Lightning. 
Some  at  the  Plough,  jfomc  in  the  Field,  in  their 
Garden,  in  their  Beds.  Bcfides,  with  remote 
and  finall  Accidents  have  been  Mortal  r  Hard  ly 
any  Thing  in  nature  fo  finall,  but  is  able  to 
conceal  Death  and  Difeafe  under  it.  Anacreons 
grape  Stone  did  his  bufincfs  as  effc&ually  as  a 
Thunderbolt.  Fahiits  the  Roman  Senator  was 
choakcd  with  a  fingle  Hair  in  a  draught  of 
Milk.  Pope  Alexander  by  a  FJie  that  flew  ac¬ 
cidentally  into  his  Mouth.  Anrdianus  dropt 
down  Dead  in  the  midfc  of  a  Dance.  Thefe 
arc  old  Infiances  hardly  ever  forgot  upon  this 
SubjeCt.  There  arc  Thoufands  of  the  like  na¬ 
ture  of  a  more  modern  Date,  but  all  Perfons 
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are  not  of  Name  and  Note  enough,  to  have 
the  manner  of  their  "Death  recorded.  From 
the  Hiftory  of  fudden  Death ,  this  part  of  the 
Subjcd  might  be  farther  illuftrated.  In  Ihort, 
all  this  Inforces  the  Admonition  of  the  wife 
Man,  boafl  not  thy  [elf  of  to  morrow ,  for  thou 
knoweft  not  what  a  Day  may  bring  forth . 
Nay,  it  appears  from  thefe  furprifes,  that  thou 
knowcft  not  what  a  Meal,  a  Mouthful,  a 
Draught,  a  Step,  a  Moment,  may  bring  forth . 
And  therefore  it  is  a  Sencelefs ,  as  well  as  a 
Gracelefs  1  hing,  in  a  time  of  the  belt  Health  of 
Body  in  the  World,  to  fuppofe  Sicknefs  and 
Death  to  be  a  great  way  off.  ; .  >  • 

(4)  I  fhall  but  juft  mention  in  the  laft  Place 
the  Difeafes  and  Diftempers  the  Body  is  liable 
to,  from  within.  And  I  need  but  mention  this, 
becaufe,  few  of  them  carry  with  them  fudden 
Death ,  but  do  1110ft  of  them  tak  e  fome  Time, 
more  or  lefs,  to  do  their  Execution.  Apo¬ 
plexies  and  Convullions,  arc  indeed  of  quick 
Dilpatch.  Some  Fevers  too  have  burnt  down  the 
Tabernacle  almoft  in  as  little  Time  as  a  Fire 
would  take,  to  burn  down  a  Houfe;  and  may¬ 
be  confider’d  among  the  degrees  of  fuddennefs. 

What  Man  can  enfure  life  for  a  Day,  when 
there  arc  fo  many  ways  of  attack  5  lo  many 
fliapes  under  which  Death  may  enter?  Is  there 
any  Scnce  in  putting  off  the  Thoughts  of  ano¬ 
ther  World,  becaufe  I  am  well  at  prefent?  Is 
it  not  a  much  better  Condition  to  be  able  to 
think  of  it  as  near,  without  difturbance  or  un- 
cafmefs,  by  getting  into  fuch  a  Condition  both 
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as  to  Soul  and  as  to  Affairs ,  as  to  be  able  to 

fay  with  your  felf,  -  “  Weil!  now  let 

“  Sicknefs  and  'Death  come  when  they  will,  I 
“  thank  God  I  am  ready  for  them.  I  have  no- 
u  thing  to  do  but  to  wait  Orders,  to  Compofe 
“  my  Body  to  fall  decently,  and  rife  glori- 
“  ouflyj  and  my  Mind  to  refigne  chearfully 
“  and  willingly.  In  the  mean  Time,  I  will 
“  enjoy  my  felf  — —  I  will  enjoy  my  God,  my 
<£  Friend,  and  my  Comforts  of  Life,  and  that 
“  with  fo  much  the  greater  Fleafurc,  and  fwee- 
<c  ter  relifh,  than  others  can  do,  in  as  much, 
“  as  it  is  without  the  fears  of  Death?  or  the 

“  Danger  of  Damnation/* 

.  *  •*  *  >  •  .  * 

V '  .  i  Ofu  nr  ff.W:?  ‘f  ;,ri;  -  •••;  ■  k 

§  9*  Th zfndden  Death  of  a  'kicked  Man 
is  always  a  miferable  Cafe .  :  :  ,*•  . 

Indeed,  let  a  wicked  Man  die  how  he  will, 
whether  by  a  lingring  or  fudden  Deaths  he  is 
miferable.  And  yet  there  is  fomething  in  the 
fudden  Death  of  a  wicked  Man,  that  it  adds 
Bill  more  to  the  miferv  of  his  Cafe.  For  a  Man 

*/  s  ^ 

to  be  fnatdfd  away  in  his  Sins,  to  be  clapt 
fuddenly  to  the  Bar  of  God,  reeking  from  his 
Lulls,  and  ruffled  with  Vanity  5  an  Enemy  to 
God  by  wicked  Works  and  a  carnal  Mind! 
Dreaming  of  a  long  life,  at  leaft  depending 
upon  a  Death-bed  Opportunity !  At  once  to  be 
cut  down  for  the  Fire !  Such  a  fall  is  lower 
than  the  Grave — a  fudden  Death  and  fudden 
Damnation !  Lord !  what  furprifc !  what  Con- 
fuiion?  It  is  not  for  any  W ords  of  mine  to  de- 
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fcribe  fuch  a  Cafe.  Let  the  Words  of  God 
himfelf  be  heard,  They  (pend  their  'Days  in 
Mirth  and  in  a  Moment  go  down  to  the  Grave, 
how  oft  is  the  Candle  of  the  wicked  put  out  (p ) 
in  a  Moment  Jhall  they  die ,  the  Teople 
jhall  be  troubled  at  midnight ,  and  the  mighty 
are  taken  away  without  Hands  (q)  They  are 
driven  from  the  Light  into  Darknefs ,  and 
chafed  out  of  the  World- ,  for  the  wicked  are  dri¬ 
ven  away  m  their  wickednefs ,  but  the  righte¬ 
ous  have  hope  in  their  Death  (r)  he  that  be - 
mg  often  reproved ,  hardens  his  Neck ,  Jhall 
fuddenly  be  deftroyed  and  that  without  remedy * 
(s)  Man  alfo  knoweth  not  his  time  but  as 
Fijhes  are  taken  in  an  evil  Net ,  and  Birds  are 
caught  in  a  Snare, fo  are  the  Sons  of  Men  fla¬ 
red  in  an  evil  time ,  when  it  cometh  fuddenly 
upon  them  ( t )  for  the  Lord  of  that  Servant 
Jhall  come  in  a  Day  that  he  looked  not  for 
him ,  and  in  an  Hour  that  he  is  not  aware  of 
and  Jhall  cut  him  a  [under,  and  appoint  him 
his  Portion  with  Hypocrites ,  there  jhall  be 
weeping  and  wailing  and gnajhing  of  Teeth,  (u) 

S'  1  o.  There  are  fome  Difadvantages  even 
to  good  Men  themfelves  in  a  fudden  Death , 
but  then  the  Advantages  feem  to  me,  at  pre- 
fent,  to  be  more  coniiderablc. 


(p)  Job.  21.  13—17 

(q)  34.  10  f  J  ch.  iS.  18, 

(r)  Pro.  29.  1. 

(s)  Eccles.  9.  12. 

It)  Mat.  24*.  4*0. 
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There  may  be  fome  Difadvantages  in  the 
Cafe  to  a  good  Perfon.  neither  Soul  nor  Houfe 
may  be  in  fo  good  Order,  as  one  could  wilh. 
He  was  a  very  good  Man  who  cryed  out,  [pare 
me  that  I  may  recover  ftrength ,  before  I  go 
hence  and  be  no  more .  Its  true,  he  k  new  where  to 
go  for  Confolation,  under  any  fudden  ftroke ; 
and  to  fay,  although  my  Houfe  be  not  fo  with 
God '  yet  hath  he  made  with  me  an  everlajiing 
Covenant ,  well  ordered  in  all  Things  and  fire, 
(w)  He  may  be  ftartlcd.  Every  Thing  may 
not  be  fo  ready  for  the  Journey.  It  looks  fo 
much  like  (hatching  away  from  one  W orld  to 
another,  as  may  give  a  good  Man  fome  difor- 
der.  a  fudden  MefTenger  tlfo  it  be  but  to  call 
us  into  the  next  Room,  gives  Apprehenftons  ; 
much  more  if  into  another  Country,  another 
Kingdom,  tho  to  a  great  Eftate,  Things  may 
be  left  in  fome  Confufion.  - — Juft  Debts  un¬ 
paid  5  Children  unprovided  for;  State  of  Af¬ 
fairs  unknown  to  Survivors.  There  might 
have  been  fome  good  done  upon  the  lick  Bed. 
The  Opportunity  of  giving  a  Teftimony  for 
God  and  Religion,  and  exprefling  our  Faith 
and  Hope  in  another  World ;  exhorting  our 
Friends  and  Families  with  our  dying  Breath ; 
all  this  is  prevented ;  which  has  been  of  great 
ufe  to  many,  and  made  great  Impreflions  at 
fuch  a  Time  as  that,  when  a  Man  is  hovering 
between  both  Worlds,  and  joins  the  Experi¬ 
ence  of  the  emptinefs  of  011c  World,  with  the 

Prof- 
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FrofpeCT  of  the  Glorys  of  another,  it  gives  a 
mighty  weight  to  what  he  fays,  to  his  Family 
and  Friends,  all  which  is  loft. 

Thefc  are  Di  fad  vantages  of  a  fudden  Death 
even  in  the  Cafe  of  a  good  Man.  But  then  it 
muft  be  obferved,  that  thefc  Difadvantages 
may  be  in  a  great  Meafure  prevented,  and 
ought  to  be  fo,  as  far  as  we  have  it  in  our 
Power;  and  the  different  Circumftance  of  Af¬ 
fairs  will  allow.  What  we  can  fettle,  provide 
for,  and  put  in  Order,  ought  to  be  fo;  and 
what  Men  cannot,  which  the  Nature  and  Cir¬ 
cumftance  of  the  Thing,  will  not  admit  of, 
we  muff  leave  to  God,  as  a  good  Man  may, 
and  will,  and  then  confider  the  Advantages, 
whether  they  be  not  greater  5  and  do  not 
prove,  that  to  be  at  all  Times  true,  Bleffed  is 
that  Servant ,  whom  his  Lord ,  ( whenfoever ,) 
he  cometh  Jh  all find  fo  'doing*  When  a  Man  is 
habitually  Prepared,  and  a&ually  ready;  fafe 
in  State,  and  in  a  good  Frame ;  has  followed 
'the  Bufinels,  or  enjoyed  the  Pleafures  of  life, 
in  a  conftant  expectation  of  meeting  'Death 
any  where,  knowing  that  it  lurked  for  him 
every  where;  Such  a  Man  by  a  fudden 
u  Death  flips  out  of  the  World,  as  a  Man 
a  would  choofc  fometimes  to  do  out  of  a 
“  great  deal  of  Company,  without  making  a 
“  buftle  about  taking  leave  with  a  great  deal  of 
“  troublefome  Ceremony  at  parting.  This  is 
“  to  be  furprifed  into  happinels,  and  more  like 
“  a  Translation  than  a  Diflolution  *  For  it  is 
to  be  confidered  that, 
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(i)  It  is  God’s  Timet  and  manner,  let  it  be 
when,  and  how  it  will.  This  is  indeed  com¬ 
mon  to  all  forts  of  Dying,  And  it  is  fome 
help  towards  our  Submillion  to  any  kind  of 
Death?  and  confequently  to  this  of  fudden 
Death ,  which  is  what  People  are  commonly 
moft  afraid  of,  that  it  is  Gods  Time.  Not  to  med¬ 
dle  with  the  agitated  Queftion  about  the  Period 
of  a  Mans  Life,  whether  fixed  or  moveable  $ 
The  Scripture  teaches  us  to  fay,  in  the  general, 
that,  he  has  determined  the  Times  before  ap¬ 
pointed  5  and  that  Mans  Days  are  determined > 
and  that  the  Number  of  his  Months  are  with 
the  Lord  (x)  that  a  Sparrow  does  not  fly  down 
to  take  up  his  Meat  without  our  Father ,  much 
Ids  a  Soul  fly  up  to  Heaven.  That  the  Hairs 
of  our  Head  are  number’d ,  and  not  one  falls 
to  the  Ground  without  himy  much  lefs  a  Body 
of  a  good  Man  into  the  Grave.  Doubtlels  he 
has  an  Hand  in  ordering  all  thele  Things.  And 
yet  the  fame  Scriptures  aferibe  to  God  the 
Power  of  prolonging  Life  or  cutting  it  fhort. 
And  derive  from  thence  motives  of  Duty  and 
Obedience,  and  do  enforce  the  regard  due  to 
the  fupreme  Governour,  from  the  Confidera- 
tion  of  his  Power  to  lengthen  or  fhorten 
the  Life  of  Man,  as  Men  pleale  or  dif- 
pieafe  God.  It  is  neceflary  in  this,  and 
feme  other  Queftions  of  great  Difficulty,  for 
me  to  believe  all  that  God  fays,  and  Pradice 
all  he  Commands;  this  is  indeed  neceflary; 
but  it  is  not  neceflary  for  me  to  be  able  to 

folve 
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folve  all  the  Difficulties  that  may  attend  the 
Cafe  5  no,  nor  to  puzle  my  felf  about  them. 
And  wherever  I  fee  Damnation  or  Salvation 
made  to  depend  upon  what  the  great  God  has 
never  fufpended  either  upon,  I  always  conclude 
fomething  elfe  is  in  the  Dcfign  than  to  fright 
Men  to  Heaven.  “  If  there  be  upon  Earth  a 
“  proper  way  to  render  the  moft  facred  Truth 
u  fufpe&ed,  Yis  by  fupporting  it  with  urn 
“  grounded  Threat s,  to  Terrify  People  into  a 
u  Beliefe  of  it."  But  to  return,  * 

(2)  Again,  for  a  good  Man  to  die,  is  Gain* 
let  it  be  where  and  when  and  how  it  will.  No 
manner  of  dying  can  rebate  any  Thing  of  that 
confolation,  that  for  me  to  live  is  Chrift  and  to 
die  is  gain .  If  Chrift  s  Spirit  be  the  principle 
of  Life,  If  his  Word  be  the  Rule,  his  Life  the 
Pattern  of  my  Life,  and  his  Death  my  Truft, 
and  his  Glory  my  end  5  If  my  Sins  are  par¬ 
doned,  my  Soul  fan&ified,  God  reconciled, 
and  Heaven  fe cured  5  fb  that  whether  prefent 
or  abfent  5  I  am  the  Lords:  to  die  is  gainy 
whether  it  be  fuddenly ,  or  in  a  more  ling  ring 
manner,  in  full  Peace,  or  flain  in  Battle  5  in 
a  Bed  or  on  a  Scaffold  5  by  a  private  Diftem- 
per,  or  a  publick  Calamity  5  Famine,  Pefti- 
lence,  Lightning,  or  by  evif  Spirits.  For  why 
an  evil  Spirit  may  not  fometime  be  com* 
miffioned  to  Kill  a  good  Man,  as  well  as  a 
Tile,  or  a  Sword,  I  can  give  no  reafon. 

(3)  Further,  it  has  been  well  Obferved,  that 
in  fndden  Death,  Satan  has  no  Opportunity 
to  difturb  with  his  Temptations .  That  “  He  is 
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<c  ufaaUy  mofl  impetuous  when  we  have  leaf 
“  "Power  to  refifi  him.  When  Flelh  and  Heart 
“  fails,  and  the  whole  Man  languifhes  upon  a 
“  lick  Bed,  he  makes  dreadful  Aflaults  upon 
u  many  a  one.  (y)  Tempting  them  to  di- 
<c  flruft  God.  Endeavouring  to  darken  all 
cc  their  Lights  and  Ravi  Hi  their  Comforts  from 
tc  them.  To  difquiet  tiieir  Mind,  Satan  comes 
<c  down  having  great  rage,  becaufe  he  knows 
“  his  Time  is  but  Jhort ,  and  tho'  he  cannot 
“  make  Death  fatal,  he  endeavours  to  make 
“  it  uncomfortable,  and  terrible  to  the  Soul.” 
A  Time  of  Sicknefs  is  an  Hour  of  Temptation, 
wherein  Satan  defires  to  have  us  that  he  may 
fift  us  as  Wheat. 

(4)  This  vain  World  has  no  Time  to  come 
in  with  its  Allurements,  which  many  Times 
make  the  Soul  unwilling  to  be  gone,  and  it 
has  been  a  great  Trouble  to  the  Servants  of  God 
that  the  World  fhould  haunt  them  even  on  a 
iick  Bed. 

(5)  The  parting  Sorrows  of  Friends  and 
Relations  are  hereby  prevented ,  they  have  been 
known  to  add  a  deal  of  Agony  and  Anguilla  to 
a  lingring  Difeafe.  “  We  find  St;  Paul, com- 
£C  plains  more  fenfibly  of  the  immoderate  Sor- 
“  rows  of  his  Friends,  than  of  all  the  malice 
<c  of  his  Enemies.  When  he  was  allured  that 
<c  Bonds  and  Imprifoment  did  every  where 
“  abide  him,  he  could  fay,  none  of  thefe 
Things  move  me ;  but  the  parting  Tears  of  the 

V  Dif- 
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“  Difciples  broke  his  Heart,  what  mean  you  to 
“  weep  and  break  my  Heart."  {&)  He  could 
better  endure  the  fhedding  his  own  Blood  than 
the  pouring  out  of  their  Tears,  (a)  Taking 
leave  of  Friends  is  unpleafant  Work  at  all 
Times,  but  dying  farwcls  are  very  cutting. 

Farwell  dear  Husband - farwell \  ' till  we 

meet  in  the  Invifible  World ,  my  dear  Wife - * 

and  you  my  Children - 1  die  * — -  but,  the 

Lord  will  furely  vifit  •* - This  opens  all  the 

Sluices  of  tendernds.  A  fildden  "Death  pre¬ 
vents  thefc  killing  formalities  of  Separation,  un¬ 
der  which,  thofe  that  are  left  behind  do  fcarce 
Survive.  A  Chriftian  meets  his  Heavenly  Father 
without  the  Borrows  of  parting  with  his  earthly 
Relations. 

(6)  The  m fries  of  a  lingring  Sicknefs  are 
hereby  prevented.  The  languifhing  Faintings, 
Qualms,  torturing  Pains,  Reftlelsnefs,  from 
Morning  to  Evening  and  from  Evening  to 
Morning.  Lonely,  fhut  up,  pining,  aban¬ 
don'd  of  the  World,  Menoftcnly.  The  Naufea 
of  Phyfic,  and  the  many  afflictive  Methods 
di&ated  by  Hope  and  Defpair,  equally  trying  as 
the  Diftempers,  and  fometimes  worfe  than  the 
Difeafe  it  felf.  The  Drenchings,  Cuttings, 
Burning,  Bliftering,  which  make  it  ealier  to 
die  than  to  be  healed !  The  Beauty  and  Strength 
Of  the  Body  confumcs  like  a  Moth.  The  Fa¬ 
culties  of  the  Mind  are  often  Impaired,  Dar¬ 
ken'd  and  Obftrudcd.  The  Judgment  fhatterd, 

the 
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the  Spirits  broken,  the  Soul  is  held  clofe  to  $ 
continual  and  fad  Meditation  upon  thjp  mifery 
of  its  own  Cafe*  which  makes  a  Man  pine 
away  in  the  bitternefs  of  his  Soul  from  Mor¬ 
ning  to  Evening.  In  the  Morning  would  God 
it  were  Evening ,  in  the  Evening  would  God 
it  were  Morning  5  he  will  cut  me  off-  with 
fining  ftcknefs,  from  Day  even  till  Night  will 
he  make  an  end  of  me.  Like  a  Crane  or  a  Swal¬ 
low  fo  did  I  chatter ,  I  did  mourn  as  a  Dove. 
Mine  Eyes  fail  with  looking  upward.  Oh  Lord 
I  am  oppreffed,  undertake  for  me ,  7/7  3  8.  He 
darts  up  a  Prayer  one  Minute,  but  fetcheth  a  lon¬ 
ger  groan  the  next.  The  tiring  out  ones  Friends 
and  wearing  away  their  Patience  as  well  as 
our  own.  (b)  The  folemn  approaches  of 
Death,  and  the  Formalities  that  attend  the  Ap- 
prehenfion,  put  more  Deaths  than  one  into  the 
Cafe.  Without  the  Ceremonies  and  Circum- 
ftances  with  which  Death  is  fet  out,  the  Thing 
it  felf  had  not  been  fo  formidable  to  many ; 
but  the  cries  of  Mothers,  W ives  and  Children  5 
The  complailance  of  Friends,  who  muft  tefHfy 

their 

(b)  When  Sicknels  has  been  of  long  continuance  it  has  been 
hard  to  be  born.  It  is  oblerved  that  Job,  at  firft  could  lay,  Blef- 
fed  be  the  Name  of  the  Lord,  who  took  away  his  Comforts,  as 
well  as  gave  them,  but  when  his  Troubles  were  encrealed  and 
hung  upon  him,  he  began  to  be  a  weary;  his  Soul  fainted  in  him, 
andhe  curled  the  Day  of  his  Birth.  Some  when  firft  vilited  have 
rejoyced  to  think  that  their  Warfare  is  almoft  accomplifhed,  but 
after  lome  time  they  have  been  far  otherwife.  Extremity  of  Pain 
has  cauled  great  indiipohticn  of  Soul,  and  they  have  had  much  a 
do  to  be  contented  either  to  live  or  die.  They  are  chaflened  with 
Tain  on  their  Bed,  and  the  multitude  of  their  Bones  with  firong 
Tain.fo  that  their  Life  abhorreth  Bread  and  their  Soul  dainty  Meaty 
their  FlefJj  is  confumed  away  that  it  cannot  be  feen ,  and  their  Bones > 
that  were  not  feen ,  Jlick  out.  job.  3  3  * 
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their  love  to  the  Family  by  endeavouring  to 
break  your  Heart ;  and  with  great  civility  in- 
fufe  additional  bitternefs  into  the  Cup.  Thefe 
double  the  forrows,  and  add  fmart  to  every 
Pang.  The  Attendants  are  pale,  and  blubbe¬ 
ring,  the  dark  Room,  the  Tapers,  the  Phyfi- 

cians,  the  Looks,  the  Whifpers!  — - this  is 

all  ghaftlinefs  and  horror - let  a  Man  die  in 

a  Minute,  or  an  Hour,  and  all  this  is  preven¬ 
ted.  Which  has  nothing  to  do  with  dying, 
but  belongs  to  that  wretched  Remnant  of  Life, 
a  lingring  ficknels.  No  Martyrdoms,  no  Exe¬ 
cutions,  are  to  be  compared  with  the  Tortures 
of  long  lying  under  fome  Diftempers ;  Indeed* 
when  the  great  God,  who  has  a  right  to  make 
what  ufe  of  us  he  pleafes,  defigns  to  fet  forth 
an  Example  of  Patience  and  long  fuffering,  it 
.muft  be  fubmitted  to,  and  we  muft  be  glad  if 
we  can  glorify  God  any  way.  As  the  Excel¬ 
lent  Doff  or  A .  Rivet ,  who  lay  a  long  Time 
under  the  moft  grievous  Diftemper,  the  Mije - 
rere  met  Domine ,  and  feemed  to  have  been  qua¬ 
lified  by  Grace,  and  fet  up  by  Providence,  as 
a  Pattern  of  bearing  with  Chearfulnels  and 
Refignation,  what  one  trembles  to  think  of s 
when  many  Perfons  were  endeavouring  to  vifit 
him,  and  enter  his  Chamber,  and  his  Friends 
were  ready  to  think  it  a  difturbance  to  him. 
Let  all  come  ( fays  ke )  and  fee  me  die ,  and 
learn  of  me  ho  w  to  die. 

Upon  the  whole.  Death  is  a  fort  of  painful 
Operation ,  in  order  to  perfed  Health  and  Cure. 
Now  if  a  Man  has  a  Leg  or  an  Arm  to  be  cut 
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off,  and  it  muft  be  done,  the  quicker  the  bet¬ 
ter.  Every  Body  prays  for  the  Advantage  of 
a  quick  Difpatch  in  fuch  a  Cafe.  The  repara¬ 
tion  of  Soul  and  Body  is  a  great  Operation ,  and 
when  it  muft  be  performed,  next  to  the  happy 
Confequences  of  dying  well,  nothing  feems 
more  ddirable  than  fuch  a  way  of  dying  as 
may  fave  from  all  thefe  Mi  (cries,  and  give  an 
eafy  accefs  to  all  the  Bleffings  of  thofe.who 
die  in  the  Lord.  ( c ) 

Mr.  Bay l  ipeaking  of  the  fudden  "Death 
of  Gregorius  Valla ,  while  his  Auditors  were 
waiting  at  the  ufual  Hour  for  a  Le&ure  upon 
the  Tufculan  Queftions  of  Cicero ,  fays,  that 
we  muft  not  look  upon  fudden  Death  with 
the  views  of  a  Chriftian  to  count  it  any  felicity, 
but  with  the  Eyes  of  Auguflus ;  an  happy  Death 
according  to  that  Emperor,  was  fuch  an  one, 
as  was  not  preceded  by  any  Pains  and  Sick- 
nefs,  fuch  he  wifhed  for  himfelf  and  for  all  his. 
This  is  a  ftrange  way  of  Talking.  As  if  the 
looking  upon  fudden  Death  with  the  Eyes  of 
Auguflus ,  that  is,  as  an  happinefs  upon  Ac¬ 
count  of  its  freedom  from  preceding  Rains  of 
Sicknefs ,  was  any  hindrance  to  our  looking 
upon  it  with  the  Eyes  of  a  Chriftian ,  that  is, 
as  an  happinefs  upon  the  double  Account,  viz . 
A  freedom  from  foregoing  Pains,  and  from 
any  after  Pains  too,  and  the  Entrance  into 
eternal  Pleafures  at  the  fame  Time.  So  that  * 
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the  Chrifti&n  here  has  all  in  view  that  his  Em¬ 
peror  had,  befides  a  great  deal  more.  And  I 
hope  its  no  Difadvantage  to  the  Chriftian,  to 
look  thro'  an  ealy  fudden  "Death  to  a  glorious 
Eternity.  Ay  but  the  Chriftian  Dodrine  (lays 
he)  makes  repentance  necejfary  to  falvation 
which  a  fudden  Death  Intercepts  - — ■ —  It  does 
lo  in  the  Cale  of  an  ill  Man,  in  which  Cafe 
no  Body  ever  counted  it  an  happinefs;  nor  can 
think  of  it  without  deep  concern,  whether  it 
happen  in  wicked  Emperors  or  Slaves  5  but 
then  a  good  Man  can  never  need  that  Repen¬ 
tance  in  order  to  Salvation,  which  it  is  in  the 
Power  of  fudden  Death  to  intercept.  For  that 
Repentance  does  not  lo  much  confift  in  fingle 
Ads,  upon  particular  Occafions,  as  in  the  ha¬ 
bitual  change  of  Mind,  and  Heart,  and  Frame 
and  Life,  which  is  the  fuppoled  Charader  of  a 
righteous  Man  that  needs  no  Tuch  repentance 
as  a  fudden  Death  can  Intercept. 

What  Mr.  Bay l  fays  about  Vredeflination  in 
this  Cafe,  will  not,  I  believe,  be  any  way  edi¬ 
fying  to  my  Reader,  I  (hall  therefore  wave  it. 
But  now  his  Article  is  before  me,  I  will  add 
out  of  it  the  following  remarks,  which  do  be¬ 
long  to  the  Subjcd. 

The  Father  of  Auguftm ,  by  adoption, 
y.  Ctefar,  was  of  the  fame  Sentiment.  He 
found  fault  with  the  manner  in  which  Cyrus  is 
reprefented  by  Xenophon  to  have  taken  leave  of 
the  World,  as  too  ftiff,  formal  and  contcmp- 
tablc.  There  is  in  every  Thing  a  natural  cali- 
nels  much  more  beautiful  than  all  the  ftuddied 
Artifice  in  the  World.  Nothing  appeared  a 
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more  commodious  way  of  dying  to  C&far  than 
to  flip  out  of  the  World  at  once.  Such  a  fort 
of  Death  he  had,  but  it  was  violent.  The  Day 
before  he  was  killed  he  was  at  Supper  with 
Lepidttfy,  the  difcourfe  turned  upon  this  Quefl 
tion,  what.  was  the  moft  commodious  way  of 
dying?  he  then  preferred  the  fudden  and  the 
iunexpeded  Death.  ( d ) 

§  n.  How  fitly  does  Chrift  ufe  this  Com 
fidcration  of  a  fudden  furprife,  as  a  motive  to 
our  being  always  ready  ?  Therefore  be  ye  alfo 
ready  for  infuch  an  Hour  as  you  think  not ,  the 
Son  of  Man  cometh .  Mat.  24.  44.  Where  he 
finely  illuftrates  the  mifcry  of  a  furprife,  and 
inforces  the  duty  of  watching  and  preparing 
for  the  coming  of  our  Lord.  The  coming  of 
the  Lord  is  fometimes  applyed  to  the  Deftru- 
dion  of  ferufdlem  5  as  in  Matthew  24.  Some¬ 
time  to  the  final  judgment  at  the  End 

of 


(d)  Illud  plane  inter  Omnes  fere  conftitit,  talem  ei  mortem 
pene  ex  fententia  ObtigiiTe.  Nam  Sc  quondam  cum  apud  Xeno- 
phontem  legiflet,.  Cyrum  ultima  valetudine  mandaffe  de  fimerefiio, 
afpernatus  tam  lentum  mortis  genus,  fubitam  fibi  celeremq;  opta- 
verat.  Et  pridie  quam  occiderefur  in  Sermone  nato  fuper  carnam 
apud  M.  Lepidum,  quifiam  efiet  finis  vita:  Commodifiimus, 
repentinum,  inepmatumq;  prsetulerat. 

Sueton  inAuguflo.  c.  roo. 

Hejiod  reckons  it  among  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Golden  Age  that 
Men  fweetly  died  away,  then,  in  the  Arms  of  Sleep.  And  one  of 
our  Criticks  blames  Ovid  for  having  omitted  that  Priveledge  in 
his  Dcicription  of  the  Golden  Age. 

Jul.  Scalig.  quoted  by  Mr.  Menage  fpeaking  of  his  Fathers 
Death,  in  that  very  manner  co  igitur  modo  piacido  et  quiet o  Parens i 
incus  fato  fundus  ejl. 

TJrbanus  Regius  died  fiiddenly  after  the  Manner  he  had  always  de- 
fired  and  wi£hed  for  3  always  deprecating  a  long  and  tedious  Sick- 
ads. 
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of  the  World;  lometimcs  to  any  extra¬ 
ordinary  Vifitation,  of  a  Nation,  Family  or 
Perfon ,  whether  in  a  way  of  Judgment  or 
Mercy.  In  a  way  of  Judgement,  as  Rev.  3.3.. 
I  will  come  upon  thee  as  a  Theifinthe  Nighty 
and  thou  Jhalt  not  know  what  Hour  I  will 
come  upon  thee  ,*  or  in  a  way  of  mercy,  as  Gen. 
1 8.  at  the  Time  appointed  will  I  come,  or  return 
unto  thee.  Now  when  fuch  Vifitations  as  thefe 
are  called  the  coming  of  the  Lord ,  the  Phrafc 
may  very  well  be  applied  to  fudden  Heath . 
And  the  motive  is  ftrong  and  proper,  leafi:  com¬ 
ing  fuddenly  he  find  you  fleeping  Mar.  13.  36. 
Leaf!  coming  unexpe&ed  he  find  you  unprepa¬ 
red;  fecure,  unapprehenfive  of  any  fuch  Thing, 
and  unprovided  for  it.  Be  ye  therefore  always 
ready .  As  Heath  is  a  great  journey  have  all 
Things  ready,  for  a  comfortable  Paflage  and  a 
welcome  Reception.  As  it  is  an  Operationy 
have  all  Things  ready ,  to  go  through  it  with 
fupport,  Courage  and  Relignation.  As  it  is  a 
great  Change ,  be  ready ,  that  it  may  be  for 
your  Benefit  and  Advantage.  As  it  is  a  Heci+ 
/ion  for  Eternity  be  ready,  that  it  may  go  on 
the  right  fide,  that  there  may  not  be  the  confu- 
fion  of  having  any  Thing  to  feek  at  the  Day 
of  Try  all.  Delay  not  to  believe  in  the  L.J.C. 
to  repent  of  Sin ;  to  furrender  all  to  his  Will, 
the  moft  beloved  Lull  not  excepted.  Comply 
with  the  whole  Method  of  his  Salvation.  Ha- 
flen  as  for  Life  and  Soul  to  obtain  that  holinds 
without  which  no  Man  (hall  fee  the  Lord. 
That  godlike  Temper  of  Mind,  as  well  as  obe- 
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dicnt  pradifc  of  Life,  which  are  lo  neceflary 
in  the  Nature  of  the  Thing,  and  in  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  God  to  your  dying  into  Happi- 
nefs.  Remember  that  none  can  live  in  a 
World  into  which  they  are  not  born ;  no  more 
than  Animals  out  of  their  proper  Element. 
And  to  live  in  Heaven  we  muft  be  born  for  it, 
except  a  Man  be  born  again  he  cannot  fee  the 
Kingdom  of  God ’ 

No  Bufinefs  is  of  equal  Necefllty,  Weight 
and  Confequence.  Will  you  compare  any 
Thing  with  God,  Heaven  and  an  Immortal 
Soul?  He  would  be  flared  at,  as  a  ftrange 
Man  indeed,  who  fhould  fay,  in  fo  many 
Words,  that  the  fecuring  all  thefe,  is  no  Part 
of  his  Bufinefs.  He  is  fomething  more  ftrange 
who  A<fts  the  very  Thing  he  dares  not  fay,  and 
never  makes  preparation  for  Death  any  Part  of 
his  Bufinefs.  But  the  Men  who  Aft  at  that 
rate  arc  fo  common,  that  People  don’t  point 
at  them  as  they  go  along.  Tis  allowed  that  Bu¬ 
finefs  muft  be  minded,  but  why  fhould  not 
this  be  Part  of  it?  Don’t  you  fometimes  ftrain 
a  point  upon  Bufinefs,  and  upon  fome  Occa- 
iions  make  it  wait  upon  Pleafure,  Recreation 
and  Company?  as  much  as  the  Plea  of.  it, 
ftands  in  the  way  of  fome  Peoples  faving  their 
Souls,  have  not  thole  Perfons  fometimes  made 
even  Bufinefs  it  /J//' ft  and  by,  to  give  way  to 
a  Bottle  and  a  Friend  ?  why  not  to  God,  and 
your  own  Soul?  Don’t  you  owe  to  them  two, 

as  much  as  to  anv  Friend  in  the  World?  Do 

* 

as  much  for  your  Salvation  as  you  now  and 

then 
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an  fudden  Death, 

then  do  for  a  little  Company,  or  a  little  Diver- 
lion,  and  you  may  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
fudden  "Death ,  no  more  than  Others.  Befidcs, 
the  Bufincis  fo  much  pleaded,  when  enquired 
into,  amounts  to  nothing  but  getting  Mony ; 
enjoying  Pleafures;  or  vifiting  this  and  that 
friend ;  all  which  may  be  done  better,  one 
would  think,  with  the  additional  Pleafure  of  a 
fafe  State  and  a  good  Confcience.  Prepara¬ 
tion  for  Death  is  confident  enough  with  all  the 
other  Bufincis  in  the  World.  There  have  been 
known  feme  who  have  Pray'd  with  the  Spade 
in  the  Hand  $  dug  the  Ground  and  wept  at  the 
lame  Time;  labour’d  and  Prayed;  who  have 
carried  on  the.  work  of  Grace  at  the  Loomy 
and  at  the  Anvil.  People  are  miftaken  to 
think  that  all  Religion  is  ffiut  up  in  a  Clofet, 
and  that  the  Bufinefs  of  Repentance  and  Con- 
verfion  muft  needs  pals  thro’  fuch  a  Number 
of  Offices,  and  a  Bead  roll  of  Prayers.  The 
Thing  is  a  change  of  Heart  and  Life,  true  Faith 
in  Chrift,  fincere  Repentance,  firm  Refoluti- 
ons,  and  perfevering  Obedience ;  and  what  is 
there  m  all  this  that  need  joftle  with  Day  la¬ 
bour,  Merchandife,  or  any  Bufinefs  of  Life  \ 
Chriftianity  was  never  defigned  only  for  Gen¬ 
tlemen  and  Schollars.  Enter  into  thy  Clofet 
fuppofes  that  we  have  daily  Bufinefs  between 
God  and  our  own  Souls.  Retirement  yields 
the  Improvement  and  Entertainments  of  Re¬ 
ligion  ;  yet  as  it  is  faid  in  another  Calc,  all  is  ac¬ 
cepted,  according  to  what  a  Man  hath ,  and 
not  according  to  what  a  Man  hath  not,  Tis 
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the  Grace  of  Chriftian  Prudence  that  forts' 
every  Thing  to  its  proper  Place  and  Time. 
The  Bufinefs  of  the  W orld  need  not  fhut  out 
the  Religion  of  the  Temple  or  the  Clofct,  nor 
be  at  all  damaged  by  it. 

The  way  to  Heaven  lyes  all  along  the  Road 
of  our  lawful  Calling,  as  well  as  thro’  the 
Church.  Sermons  and  Prayers,  are  not  the 
only  Imployments  that  deferve  the  Name  of 
SDivine  Service.  Our  lawful  Calling,  in  its 
proper  Seafon,  purfued  in  a  confcientious 
Manner,  is  as  truly  ferving  God,  ay  and  more 
too,  than  any  Thing  we  can  do  in  Church  or 
Clofet,  at  a  Tune,  when  the  Duty  of  our  Sta7 
tion  obliges  us  to  be  elfewhere*,  viz.  In  our 
Families  or  Shops.  For  every  one  will  allow 
it  to  be  applicable  to  Men  of  Bufinefs,  what 
the  Apoftle  fays  concerning  Servants,  and  their 
Work,  Eph.  6.s.&c.  Servants  be  obedient 

to  them  that  are  your  Mafiers  - - in  fingle- 

nefs  of  Heart  as  unto  Christ,  not  with 
Eye  fervice  as  Men  plea fers^  but  as  the  S  er- 
vants  of  Christ,  doing  the  will  of 
God  from  the  Heart ,  with  good  will  doing 
fervice  as  to  the  Lord  and  not  to 
Men.  Its  true,  feme  Perlons  Affairs  are  of  that 
ibrt,  and  muft  needs  lie  in  fiich  a  manner,  that 
they  cannot  be  fet  in  the  fame  Order  and  difi- 
pofition  as  others.  Here,s  one  ready  to  fay, 
“  Let  me  die  when  I  will,  or  how  God  plea- 
<e  Jfcs  I  can  never  have  my  Matters  fo  ordered 
“  as  fbme  others  may,  whofe  Affairs  be  in  a 
lefs  Compafs,,  or:  are  of  another  Nature. 

Nor 
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f*  Nor  can  I  put  them  into  any  other  Order 
<c  than  they  are."  Its  Ignorance  of  the  World 
to  think  that  every  particular  Rule  of  Pru¬ 
dence,  can  fuite  every  particular  Per  fop  and 
Cafe,  fuch  Perfons  muft  fet  their  Houfe  in 
Order  as  far  as  they  can,  and  leave  the  reft  to 
God.  Only  what  thou  doeft  do  quickly.  De¬ 
lays  are  always  Dangerous,  often  fatal.  Tis 
a  folly  to  run  fo  prodigious  a  Venture!  when 
God  fays,  to  Day ,  and  you  fay,  to  morrow * 
it  is  in  Effeft  to  tell  God  you  wont  to  Day* 
God  knows  very  well  whether  it  be  you  can * 
not  or  your  Will  not .  If  your  Child  or  Ser** 
vant  jfhou  d  Anfwer  you  fo,  you  would  refent 
it. ;  You  can  have  no  true  pleafure  of  life  tell 
you  are  free  from  the  fears  of  Death  5  which 
lies  in  Ambufh  every  where,  and  meets  us 
from  all  points  of  the  Compafs,  ftir  which 
way  we  will  we  run  full  upon  it.  I  delire  none 
of  the  Opiates  thofe  Men  ufe,  who  can  go  to 
lleep,  with  the  Apprehension,  that  if  they  die 
in  lleep  they  fhall  awake  in  Hell.  This  is 
enough  for  me,  that  if  "Death  in  its  Confequen- 
ccs  can  do  me  no  hurt,  then  the  profped  of  it 
need  give  me  no  Trouble,  for  what  need  that 
give  us  any  Trouble,  that  can  do  us  no  harm? 

For  my  own  Part  (fays  the  late  Mr.  Tailour) 
“  (f)  on  mature  Deliberation,  I  do  not  think 
ic  it  a  definable  Thing  for  a  good  Man,  who  is 
a  ready  for  Death,  to  be  worn  away  like  a 
“  Stone  by  a  continual  dropping.  May  my 
“  Houfe  and  Soul  be  in  Order,  and  then  the 
“  fooncr  it  quits  this  vile  Body,  and  leaves  this 

“  wret- 


(f)  In  his  Scrm,  on  the  Fun,  of  Mr,  N,  Vincent, 
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“  Wretched  World,  if  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
“  Eye,  fo  much  the  better.  To  which  there 
€€  is  but  one  Circnmftance  more  that  I  would 
“  defire,  may  be  added,  viz.  that  I  may  die 
44  Preaching  the  everlafting  Gofpel ’  or  Admi- 
44  niftring  the  Lords  Supper.  May  my  Taper 
44  be  blown  out  in  the  Sanctuary.  And  may 
44  I  prcfently  pafs,  in  an  Inftant,  from  ierving 
•c  the  Church  militant  here  on  Earth,  to  join 
“  with  the  Church  Triumphant  in  Heaven. 
<c  But  we  mud  not  be  our  own  chufers,  and  to 
4C  be  fure  God  will  diipofe  all  Things  in  the 
<c  bed  manner  for  thole  that  arc  his." 

He  had  his  wifli  in  fome  Meafure.  Dying 
in  his  fleep  j  as  the  Poet  who  fprinkled  iomc 
Flowers  upon  his  Hearfie,  fays  of  him. 

To  whome  the  rare  Felicity  was  given 
To  fall  ajleep  on  Earth  and  wake  in  Heaven. 
We  may  Exp  refs  our  Dcfircs  of  what  we  have 
fome  Reafons  to  prefer.  Such  a  Preference  is 
very  confident  with  Refignation ;  as  here  we 
find  thofc  very  defires  themfelves  left  to  God, 
which  is  certainly  the  mod  becoming  Frame 
for  us  to  leave  the  World  in >  as  in  the  Obfer- 
Vations  of  Erafnms ,  Some  are  wiping  for  one 
\ Death  and  fome  for  another,  fome  would  die 
if  one  Hiftemper  and  fome  of  another ,  Jome 
woud  lie  fo  long ,  and  others  fo  long  ;  but  the 
great  eft  Faith  is  that  which  leaves  it  intirely  to 
God ,  how  long  we  pall  lie  fick7  and  what  kind 
of  Heath  we  pall  die  (g ) 

(g)  Scd  firmioris  eft  fidci,  mortis  genus  ct  iparium  Aterotatic- 
nis,  Deo.  Committcre.  JEr'aftn;  IJr*p,ad Mortem. 
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